Food Plate 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to food and beverage holders and, In 
particular, to a food plate particularly suitable for use under circumstances 
5 where food and beverages are consumed while standing. 

At cocktail parties, light buffets, when hors d'oeuvres are served, or 
any other situation where a person holds a plate with food in one hand and 
a beverage in the other, the need will arise for a free hand (to eat with, to 
shsike hainds, scratch an itch, take something from a pocket, use a napkin, 
10 etc.) requiring that someplace be found to put down either the food or 
beverage or both. 

The prior art addresses this situation with numerous plates designed 
to hold a cup or glass and provide space for food. None of these prior art 
plates, however, have the structural integrity or design elements necessary 

15 to securely hold food and a beverage without fear of spilling. In addition, 
prior art plates that include a beverage-holding feature are typically bulky 
and require substantial space to transport and store. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention solves the problem of having both hands 

20 occupied with food and drink by providing a utensil (food plate) that, held in 
one h£ind, securely holds both food and a beverage, leaving the other hand 
free to use a fork, shake a hand, use a napkin, etc. 

In one embodiment, the food plate of the present invention is formed 
from a flat, flexible, generally rectangular sheet of material (plate blank) 

25 that remains flat for storage and transportation imtil used, when it is easily 
configured to hold both food and a beverage (operative configuration). After 
use, the plate can be reconfigured back to its flat condition, washed and 
stored flat until needed. 

When configured to its operative configuration, a concave food- 

30 holding area is formed near one end and a flattened area with a hole for 

receiving and holding a (beverage) container is formed nearer the other end. 
Hie configured plate is held by one hand at the end nearest the concave 
food-holding area, with the flat beverage-canying area cantilevered from the 
holding hand. The free hand is available for use without having to first put 

35 down the food or beverage. 

The structure necessary for the cantilevered area to carry the weight of 
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a filled container is provided by a lateral bow (from side edge to side edge) 
and a longitudinal bow (from one end edge part way to the other end edge) 
created when the plate is configured. These bows In the flexible plate pre- 
stress the cantilevered flat area giving it the structure to securely cany the 
5 weight of a filled container (e.g., with a beverage). Because of the strength 
provided by the unique configuration of the plate of the present Invention, 
materials otherwise too light (thin) to support food and a beverage can be 
used. 

To further strengthen the flat beverage-carrying area, the edge of the 
10 plate blank along the end distal from where the plate Is held is scored so 

that it can be bent downwardly along a scribed arc. Not only does the bent 

edge provide added strength, it also provides a foot at the end of the plate 

which, together with the bottom of the bow that forms the food-canylng 

area, keeps the plate generally horizontal when the plate is set down on a 
15 flat surface and sets the container-receiving hole above the flat surface to 

keep the container in place. 

In another embodiment of the invention, the plate is produced fully 

configured (bowed) as by a mold or the like. Plates of this embodiment of 

the invention nest for storage and transportation. 
20 Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to provide an 

eating utensil (food plate) which, when held in one hand, securely supports 

food and a beverage. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a generally flat, 

generally rectaingular food plate blank of flexible material that can be easfly 
25 and quickly configured into a food plate that securely supports food and a 

beverage when held in one hand. 

It is yet another object of the present invention to provide a generally 

flat, generally rectangular food plate blank of flexible material that can be 

made to bow both laterally and longitudinally by the quick engagement of a 
30 fastener. 

Still another object of the present invention is to provide a food plate 
that is held in one hand and securely supports a container of a beverage at 
a distance from the holding hand. 

The invention possesses other objects and advantages, especially as 
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concerns particular chairacteristics and features thereof which will be better 
understood from the following detcdled description of the preferred 
embodiments when read in conjunction with the appended drawing figures. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
5 Figure 1 is an upper front left perspective view of the plate blaink of the 
present invention; 

Figure 2 is an upper front left perspective view of the plate of the present 
invention in its configured condition; 

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the invention in its configured condition 
10 shown together with a fork and beverage container; 

Figure 4 is a side sectional view teiken adong the line 4-4 of Fig, 3; 
Figure 5 is a front elevation view; 

Figure 6 is a sectional view taken along the line 6-6 of Fig. 3; 
Figure 7A is a sectional view taken along the line 7a-7a of Fig. 1 ; 
15 Figure 7B is the same as Fig. 7A, but with the plate partially configured; 
Figure 7C is a sectional view taken along the line 7c-7c of Fig. 3 in which 
the plate is fully configured; 

Figure 8 is an upper left perspective view of the plate of the present 
invention in its configured condition shown in use with a glass and fork; 
20 and 

Figure 9 is an upper front left perspective view of an alternative embodiment 
of the present invention shown together with a spoon and stemmed beverage 
container. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
25 Referring to Fig. 1, a flat plate blank 10 of the present invention is 

formed from a thin, generally rectangular sheet of flexible material 1 1 which 
has opposing two side edges 12 and 13 and opposing end edges 14 and 16. 
The plate blank 10 can be formed from any one of several flexible materieds 
including plastic, paper, paper-plastic combinations or any other suitably 
30 flexible and waterproof or semi-waterproof materisd. The specifications for 
the flexible material 1 1 necessary to carry out the functions of the Invention 
will be obvious to those skilled in the art from this description. One such 
material, for example, is 1/32'* thick polyethylene. 

End edge 16 is split into sections 16a and 16b separated by a space 
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17. Hie space 17 is defined on one side by edge 18 which is contiguous with 
end edge section 16a. The other side of space 17 is defined by a rounded 
hook 19. A slit 21 is formed in the material 1 1 adjacent space 17 near edge 
18 and sized to receive and hold hook 19. A triangular gusset 22 is formed 
5 below space 17 by a score line 23 which extends from edge 18 to a point 26, 
and a score line 24 which extends from hook 19 to point 26. The gusset 22 
extends longitudinally from space 17 toward end edge 14. 

Referring also to Fig. 2, the plate blank 10 Is configured into a utensil 
(food plate) 31 by Inserting hook 19 into slit 21, causing material 1 1 on 

10 either side of space 17 to overlap. By overlapping material 1 1 on either side 
of space 17, it is stressed, causing the material 1 1 to bow both 
longitudinally and lateraJly as more fully described below. 

The hook 19 and slit 21 are a very advantageous mechanical device for 
locking the blank 10 in a stressed configuration to form plate 31. The 

15 advantages are that the hook 19 and slit 21 are formed from, and are axi 
integral part of, the same material as the plate 3 1 itself, requiring no 
additional elements to be afftxed to the material 1 1 . The mechanical means 
for holding the blank 10 in a stressed configuration to form plate 31 are not, 
however, limited to the hook 19 and slit 21 illustrated. Because, in one 

20 embodiment, it is contemplated that the plate 3 1 will be reconfigured back 
to its flat condition, as shown in Fig. 1 , it is desirable that the means for 
maintaining the material 1 1 configured into plate 31 be easily reversible. 
This is well provided by the hook 19 and slit 21 illustrated. Other devices 
that can serve this purpose include hook and loop fasteners (sold under the 

25 trademark VELCRO), snaps, buttons, loop and hook, or any other 

mechanical means well known in the art for releasably holding two elements 
together. It will be equally evident to those skilled in the art that the actual 
shape of the hook 19 could vary from that illustrated and still perform the 
function described. 

30 Referring also to Figures 3, 4 and 5, when the hook 19 is inserted and 

held in slit 21, the material 1 1 is caused to flex. By having the space 17 
and gusset 22 located approximately midway between side edges 12 and 13, 
the flex of material 1 1 produces both a lateral bow 32 and a longitudinal 
bow 33. The latergd bow 32 extends from side 12 to side 13, nesirer to end 
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edge 16 than edge 14, with its low point 34 approximately midway between 
the side edges 12 and 13. The longitudinal bow 33 extends from end edge 16 
to between one quairter and three quarters of the distance to end edge 14. 
Together, the lateral bow 32 and longitudinal bow 33 form a concave food- 
5 holding area 36 in the area of plate 31 nearer to end edge 16. Between food- 
holding area 36 and end edge 14 is a beverage-holding area 37 which 
remains essentially flat after the blank 10 is configured into plate 31. The 
bows 32 and 33 pre-stress the generally flat container-holding area 37 
enabling it to support the weight of a glass container (for example) filled 
10 with fluid. 

The triangular-shaped gusset 22 extends into the general area of the 
food-holding area 36. As best seen with reference to Figs. 7A-7C, before the 
blank 10 is configured into plate 31. the gusset 22 fills a triangular space 
between score lines 23 and 24. As the hook 19 is drawn toward slit 21, the 

15 gusset 22 rotates about line 24 until the gusset overlays the material 1 1 and 
score lines 23 and 24 have reversed relative positions. In this way, the 
distance between side edges 12 and 13 in the area of gusset 22 is reduced, 
causing the bows 32 and 33 in the material 1 1 as previously described. The - 
gusset prevents fluids that might accumulate in the food-holding area from 

20 leaking out the bottom of the plate. Where such leakage is not a 

consideration (such as when only dry materials are to be used), the gusset 
22 can be eliminated and the space between score lines 23 and 24 left open, 
forming one space with space 17. 

When hook 19 is locked into slit 21, the space 17 is closed and end 

25 edge sections 16a and 16b overlap, creating a recess 41 in end edge 16 

(approximately midway between side edges 12 and 13). The recess 41 fits 
naturally Into the notch between the thumb 42 and palm 43 of a hand 44 
holding the plate 31, as best seen m Fig. 8. When the plate 31 is so held, 
the fingers 46 (most not shown) amd palm 43 of the haind 44 are 

30 automatically positioned below and cradle the concave food-holding area 36, 
while the thvimb 42 applies pressure near end edge 16 that keeps the plate 
31 firmly in the hand 44. In this way, the plate 31 is securely held by the 
entire hand in a natural, relaxed position. 

Referring to Fig. 8. a hole 48 is provided in plate 31 in the beverage- 
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holding area 37 near the end edge 14 and preferably [but not necessarily) off 
to one side. The hole 48 is sized to receive a tapered container 47 (e.g., a 
drinking vessel made of glass or plastic or paper) and permit a portion of the 
container 47 to pass below the plate 3 1 before engaging and holding it 
5 somewhere between its top 47a and its bottom 47b. By allowing a portion of 
the container 47 to rest below plate 3 1 (rather than simply be balanced on 
top in a recess), the possibility of the container 47 falling off the plate is 
eliminated. While the container 47 has been referred to as a beverage 
container, it will occur to those skilled in the art that the container 47 can 

10 also serve to hold a snack, such as nuts or chips or a sauce or any other 
food or condiment that might be desired to have handy. When it is desired 
to provide for holding both a container 47 for a beverage and a second 
container for a sauce or condiment, a second hole 50 is provided. Because 
the generally flat container-holding airea 37 is pre-stressed by the bows 32 

15 and 33, the contents of the container 47 and/ or a container (not shown) in 
hole 50 are securely supported even though the weight of the containers and 
their contents is applied at the cantilevered area 37. It is advantageous to 
have the food-holding area 36 nearer to the hand 44 than the container- 
holding area 37 so that it is not necessary to reach over the contadner 47 to 

20 gain access to food in food-holding area 36. 

Referring also to Fig. 4, in the use of plate 31, it is contemplated that, 
from time to time, it may be desired to put plate 31 down on a horizontal 
surface 40 while it contains food and/or a container 47. To prevent the food 
from spilling when the plate is put down and to keep container 47 engaged 

25 in hole 48, it is desirable that the food-holding area 36 remain generally 
horizontal cind the container-holding area 37 be elevated above surface 40. 

Referring to Figs. 4 and 8, an arcuate score line 51 is provided 
adjacent end edge 14 which permits the end edge 14 to be folded down about 
the score line 51, forming a foot 52. The score line 51 is spaced from end 

30 edge 14 a distance such that when end edge 14 is bent down to form foot 52, 
the end edge 14 is at approximately the same level as the low point 34 of 
intersecting bows 32 and 33. When placed on a surface 40, the food-holding 
area 36 remsiins generally horizontal so as not to spill its contents. In 
addition, the area 37 between the low point 34 and foot 52 is elevated above 
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the surface 40 so as to keep the container 47 engaged. 

In addition to providing a foot 52 to support the distal end of plate 31, 
the fold along score line 51 also provides additional structural support at 
the cantilevered area of the container hole 48 when the plate 31 is being 
5 held. 

Referring to Figs. 3 and 6, a first utensil slot 53 is formed at the score 
line 51 near the side edge 13 (the edge furthest from the container hole 48), 
and a second utensil slot 54 is formed in material 11a short distance from, 
cind aligned with, slot 53 and on the other side of score line 51 from end 

10 edge 14. The slots 53 and 54 are sized to receive the handle 56 of a utensil 
57 (illustrated as a fork, but could just as well be a spoon, knife, 
toothplck(s), chopsticks or any other utensil having a portion that fits into 
slots 53 and 54) which is readily available when needed and conveniently 
stored when not being used. The slot 53 being at the score line 51 is fully 

15 exposed when the foot 52 is formed by folding down end edge 14, making it 
easy to locate the utensil handle 56 into the slots 53 and 54. The 
placement of slots 53 and 54 relative to container hole 48 makes the utensil 
57 accessible without having to reach over a container 47 in hole 48. 

The invention has been illustrated in a configuration best suited to a 

20 right-handed person holding the food tray 3 1 in the left hcind. The 

placement of the utensil slots 53 and 54 and container hole 48 could be 
reversed to provide the advantages of the invention to a left-handed person 
holding the plate in the right hand. 

Referring to Fig. 9, in an alternative embodiment, a food plate 61 is 

25 formed fully and permanently configured. All of the structural attributes 
described above inure to this embodiment, other than the ability to be 
stacked flat. The trays 61 do nest, however, for convenient packaging, 
storage and transportation. 

A narrow channel 62 is formed between container hole 48 and side 

30 edge 12 to permit passage of the stem 63 of a wine glass 64. This feature 
can sdso be used with the configurable embodiment described above. 

A hole 66 in material 1 1 serves as an alternative utensil holder into 
which a spoon 68 (or fork) can be placed and held when not in use. An 
embodiment of the invention using utensil holder 66 (hole), a small 
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container hole 50 (Fig. 8) and a beverage container hole 48 would have three 
holes, all fully supported by area 37 when occupied. 

Of course, various ch2inges, modifications and alterations in the 
teachings of the present invention may be contemplated by those skilled in 
the art without departing from the intended spirit and scope thereof. As 
such, it is intended that the present invention only be limited by the terms 
of the appended claims. 



